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House of Burgess: Trump cancels; 
Fox, RNC follow 


Also, Sen. Marco Rubio exits the presidential 
race 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


There had been a Republican debate scheduled for March 21. Fox News 
was planning on Bret Baier, Megyn Kelly and Chris Wallace hosting at the 


Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. 


“Fox News canceled ... after contenders Donald Trump and Ohio Gov. John 


Kasich backed out,” reported The Washington Post’s Niraj Chokshi March 


17. “Kasich ... said he would join the event only with the participation of ... 


Trump, who [March 17] said he planned to skip the [debate.]” 


This may well spell the end for Republican primary debate season. The 
Democrats have two more debates agreed upon, one for April and one for 
May, but no specifics have been sorted. The latter is supposed to take place 
in California, but the campaign of independent Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders wants the former to take place in former Secretary of State Hillary 


Clinton’s home state of New York. (Clinton has pushed back at this idea.) 


Tuesday, Wisconsin voters will have their chance. April 8, the Colorado 
Republican Conventions begin. The Wyoming Democratic Caucus is set for 
April 9. New York’s primary is April 19. April 26 will see Connecticut, 


Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island take to the polls. 


DEMOCRATS 


March 8, Sanders pulled off an upset by winning Michigan, while Clinton 
came out on top in Mississippi. March 12, Clinton was victorious in the 
Northern Mariana Islands. March 15, Clinton cleaned up in Florida, Illinois, 
Missouri, North Carolina and Ohio. March 22, Clinton took Arizona, while 
Sanders claimed Idaho and Utah. Saturday, Sanders swept Washington, 


Hawaii and Alaska. 


March 9, Maria Elena Salinas, Jorge Ramos and Karen Tumulty hosted the 


Univision and The Washington Post debate in Miami. There were several 


occasions where hosts and guests spoke Spanish with English translators. 
Clinton was asked about her loss in Michigan. She said the campaign was a 
“marathon.” She then refused to answer a question about dropping out if 
she is indicted over her emails. Neither Sanders nor Clinton would directly 
call Trump a racist. Clinton and Univision hit Sanders for his immigration 


record. 


“Madame Secretary, I will match my record against yours any day of the 


week,” Sanders said. 


Clinton was then asked about not being trustworthy. “I am not a natural 
politician, in case you haven’t noticed, like my husband or President 


Obama,” she said. 


Winners: Both. 


Highlight: Sanders on Clinton’s support of refinancing student debt: “I 
think what Secretary Clinton just said is absolutely right. I think I said it 


7 


many months before she said it, but thanks for copying a very good idea.’ 


REPUBLICANS 


March 8, Trump took Hawaii, Michigan and Mississippi, while Texas Sen. 
Ted Cruz claimed Idaho. March 12, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio won 
Washington, D.C. March 15, Trump nabbed Illinois, North Carolina and the 


Northern Mariana Islands, while Kasich won his home state of Ohio. Trump 


also won Rubio’s home state of Florida that night, causing Rubio to bow out. 


March 22, Trump came out on top in Arizona, while Utah chose Cruz. 


Hosted by Jake Tapper, Dana Bash, Hugh Hewitt and Stephen Dinan, the 

CNN, Salem Radio and Washington Times debate took place March 10 at 
the University of Miami. Rubio got the hometown applause. Cruz cited his 
immigrant father coming to Miami. Kasich rejected calls to repeal trade 


deals. Trump patted himself and the others on the back. 


“So far I can’t believe how civil it’s been up here,” he said. Trump then said 
“a lot of” the Islamic world hates us. Rubio then defended Muslims, 


especially veterans. 


“If you go to any national cemetery, especially Arlington, you’re going to see 
crescent moons there,” said Rubio. “If you go anywhere in the world you’re 
going to see American men and women serving us in uniform that are 


Muslims.” 


Losers: All. 


Highlight: Trump: “I think and I know the H1B [non-immigrant visa] very 
well. And it’s something that I frankly use and I shouldn’t be allowed to use 
it. ... ’m a businessman and I have to do what I have to do. When it’s sitting 


there waiting for you, but it’s very bad.” 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


